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Summer Update Overview

• Pedestrian Master Plan goals

• Schedule highlights

• Public engagement
– Survey results
– Roundtable discussions

• Online State of the Pedestrian 
Environment Report

• Policy analysis overview

• System mapping introduction

• Pedestrian toolbox development



Make Seattle the Most 
Walkable City in the Nation

• Safety: Reduce the number and severity of 
crashes involving pedestrians

• Equity: Make Seattle a more walkable city for all 
through equity in public engagement, service 
delivery, and capital investments

• Vibrancy: Develop a pedestrian environment 
that sustains healthy communities and supports a 
vibrant economy

• Health: Raise awareness of the important role of 
walking in promoting health and preventing disease

Identify actions, projects, and programs 
to achieve the following goals:



Schedule 
Highlights
In Progress
• Toolbox
• Space Syntax modeling
• System mapping

Updates
• SPER online
• UW pedestrian counts 

complete
• Space Syntax model in 

November
• Long range improvement 

list in November
• Walking event with Mark 

Fenton in February 2009

Key Tasks
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Part 1: Setting the Foundation
Scoping and Project Plan Development � Project Plan

Interview PMPAG Members

Assist with Goals and Objectives

Preliminary Performance Measures � Recommendations

Assist with City Public Engagement Strategy Walking Event �

SDOT Round Tables

SDOT Pedestrian Survey

Project Management

Part 2: Existing Conditions and Toolbox Development
Data Review and Analysis Space Syntax � Data Summary

State of the Pedestrian Environment Report � Draft Report

Toolbox of Strategies and Solutions � Draft Toolbox

Part 3:  Pedestrian System:  Evaluate Solutions
Definitions and Elements of � Description of System

a Walkable Pedestrian System

Long Range System Improvement List (2050) � 2050 Goals

2020 Citywide Pedestrian System Plan � 2020 Plan

Part 4:  Develop Seattle Pedestrian Master Plan
Prioritization of Improvements and Actions �

Funding Assessment �

Performance Monitoring & Stewardship �

Implementation Strategy �

Draft Pedestrian Master Plan �

=current location in schedule



Walking Preferences Survey

• Increase awareness of Pedestrian 
Master Plan development

• Collect broad public input about 
Seattleites’ walking preferences

• To understand:
– Why do you walk?
– Where do you walk?
– What would help you walk more?

• Available in 9 languages, and in  
English online

• Survey closed September 15



Preliminary Results
• 1,323 responses by Sept. 16

– 1,018 online
– 305 paper

• Primarily English respondents
– Approximately 50 non-

English or alternative format

• Basic demographics
– About 60% are age 19-40
– About 25% have children 

that walk with them
– 1,264 provided zip code

• NE had high concentration
• Fairly well distributed 

throughout SW, SE, Central



Preliminary Results: Why do you walk?
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Preliminary Results: Why don’t you walk?
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Other Notable Findings
• People tend to walk in their neighborhood, and to:

– City parks and trails
– Destinations (farmer’s market, shops, restaurants) 
– “All over the city!!”…on exploratory walks

• People avoid walking downtown at night, and in areas:
– With nothing to see
– With too much traffic and no pathway
– That are too far away

• What would encourage you to walk more?
– East-west connections (across Aurora, I-5)
– People to walk with
– Sidewalks and/or separated trails
– Trees and landscaping



Roundtables: Key Findings

• Youth: Recognize that young people walk 
a great deal

• Immigrants and Refugees: Use 
universal and consistent signs

• Accessibility: Enforce removal of obstacles in the right-of-way

• Business: Create local destinations to attract pedestrians

• Encouragement: Target campaigns and promotions to people of all 
ages and in all parts of Seattle

• Builders and Developers: Streamline City permitting and 
inspection processes

• Environment and Open Space: Maintain open space as public



State of the Pedestrian Environment Report

• Report available online at: 
http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/ped_sper_home.htm

• Seeking comments on navigability, visual elements, etc.

• Distributed to:
– PMPAG
– SDOT staff
– Inter-agency team
– PMP listserv
– Design Commission



Policy Analysis Overview
• SvR and Toole reviewed six 

Seattle policy areas related to 
pedestrians
– Lighting
– Street types
– Maintenance
– Speed and signage
– Construction / work zones
– Intersection design

• Recommendations will range from 
policy to design details



Policy Analysis Overview
• Seattle-specific documents reviewed:

– Seattle Comprehensive Plan
– Transportation Strategic Plan
– Seattle Municipal Code and City Ordinances
– Director’s Rules
– Client Assistance Memos
– Right-of-Way Improvements Manual
– 2008 Seattle Standard Details and 

Specifications
– Neighborhood Design Guidelines

• National documents reviewed:
– Federal Highway Administration materials
– Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
– Walkinginfo.org
– Other cities’ codes, plans, and guidelines



Policy Analysis Overview
• Additional information 

gathered from:
– SDOT staff
– PMPAG interviews
– PMP Inter-agency team

• Policy reviews being used 
to identify:
– Toolbox elements and 

descriptions
– Design standards and 

guidelines inconsistent 
with policy

– Best practices
– Next steps



Policy Analysis Overview
• Lighting Example

– Seattle has multiple pedestrian                          
lighting standards

• City Light has four “accepted”
luminaires

• Alternative standards exist in                                 
historic districts

– Review provides ripe opportunity                              
for analysis of lighting program and design options

– Peer cities offer examples for evaluation
– Project team exploring appropriate recommendations
– Staff will consider long-term programmatic and policy 

changes



System Mapping
• SvR/TDG team will:

– Define criteria used to 
establish pedestrian 
system plan

– Identify elements of a 
pedestrian system 

• City-wide 
• Within 

neighborhood 
networks

– Develop a 2050 Vision
– Develop a 2020 Plan 

with estimated costs 
for implementation



System Mapping
• 2050 Vision system map 

will consider
– Land use: urban centers 

and villages
– Street classifications and 

types
– Pedestrian generators
– Location of existing 

infrastructure
– Existing and future transit 

corridors 
– Population projections
– Health and equity



System Mapping: Oct. PMPAG Meeting

• Presentation of 
system mapping 
methodology
– Definition of 

walkable zones and 
connectors

– Existing geographic 
information used

– Outline of criteria to 
prioritize pedestrian 
facilities 

– Additional data 
checks to follow

• Gehl Architects
• Space Syntax



What’s next?

Summer Update
Questions 

and 
Discussion

Seattle Pedestrian Master Plan



Pedestrian Master Plan Toolbox
• Describes programs and strategies used 

successfully locally or in other cities

• Covers the following subjects:
– Enforcement
– Education
– Encouragement
– Design, Engineering, and Universal Access
– Planning, Land Use, and Zoning
– Equity, Health, and Environment
– Funding

• Used to:
– Inform projects, programs, and policies
– Assist internal staff, partner agencies, 

and the public



Toolbox Development Process
• Define common pedestrian 

concerns and frame with issue 
statements

• Create toolbox matrices by:
– Exploring programs, techniques, 

and evolving practices
– Soliciting input from inter-agency 

team and PMPAG Steering 
Committee

• Prepare descriptions of tools

• Identify specific tools to address 
each issue statement

• Develop Web prototype



Toolbox Online

• WORKING DRAFT

• Consider:
– General “feel”
– User interface
– Navigability

• Next steps:
– Refine tool descriptions
– Add images and graphic elements
– Provide test site for PMPAG review
– Map tools to goals and performance measures



What’s next?

Toolbox
Questions 

and 
Discussion

Seattle Pedestrian Master Plan


